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“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect.” 
Mark Twain 
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Great Lakes Grazing Newsletter  

Today is officially the first day of summer and the longest day of the year. I had intentions on 
getting this newsletter out last month, but that did not happen. It is all for good reasons 
though, I have been fortunate to attend workshop and classes where I taught, coordinated, 
and visited with many great people around this Great State that we live in. I have also been 
on some good farm visits, which is probably what I enjoy most about this career.  

 

Pasture walk season is upon us, and as you will see from this newsletter, we are going to 
have some good events. It’s a great time to get out and connect with old friends, meet new 
ones, learn something, and share some of your knowledge. Please see the flyers attached and 
do reach out to me if you have questions.  

 

 

 

 

I hope to see you at one or more of the events listed in this newsletter. Happy Grazing!  

 

 

Sincerely, 

In this Issue 

Kable Thurlow 

MSUE Beef & Grazing Educator 
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2022 National Forage Week – Press Release and Announcement 

June 19 – June 25, 2022 

“Focus on Forages” 

The American Forage and Grassland Council is excited to celebrate the 8th Annual National 

Forage week on June 19-25, 2022 as an effort to raise awareness on the importance of forages 

and grassland agriculture’s role in society. 

What are forages and why are they important to society? 

Forages are crops used to support livestock production and are located in almost every county 

within every state in the US. Pastures and hayfields are more than part of our everyday 

landscape. They support animal agriculture and provide a host of other benefits to society. The 

American Forage and Grassland Council is celebrating the role of forages in our daily lives 

during June 19 through June 25 as part of National Forage Week with the theme of “Focus on 

Forages.” 

Focus on Forages and Their Role In Creating and Supporting: 

· Healthy Soils 

o Forages promote soil health by providing ground cover, reducing erosion, and 

improving water infiltration and retention in pasture systems. Livestock also 

recycle nutrients back to the pasture which can help with forage regrowth and 

promote healthy soils. It is a system that gives back and keeps going with 

management. 

o Forages make up the majority of the daily diet of grazing livestock. Ruminant 

animals, such as cattle, sheep and goats, have a specialized digestive tract 

which allows them to digest forages. Forages are primarily grown on lands that 

are unsuitable for other types of crop production. Instead of being a land 

resource that we cannot use, grazing livestock can convert forages into high-quality 

milk or protein for human consumption. 

· Healthy People 

o Forages support the production of animal and dairy products that we know and 

enjoy as consumers. These resources are part of a balanced diet, and represent 

a direct link between the consumer, the farmer, and the role of forage agriculture. 

· Healthy Planet 

o Forages provide ecosystem services to society, which support a health planet. 

Ecosystem services are secondary services provided by the system outside of 

the main objective of supporting food production. Services include adding 

aesthetic value to the landscape, greenhouse gas mitigation, biological nitrogen 










